
 

1 

November 2015 

Issue:  640 

“Making God the Foundation of every Day Living” 

The Herald 
First Congregational Church of Tallmadge 
                                  UCC 
           A Stephen Ministry Congregation 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

8:30 am Worship 

10 am Worship 

www.fcctallmadge.org   
 

Phone:  330.633.4931 
Fax:       330.633.7010 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

Sidebar                         2              

 Sunday School, Youth 
Fellowship & College 
News                        3-5                                                           

Spiritual Care corner & 
Stephen Ministry        6 

Prayers/ Condolences 7 

Pastor Appreciation,  
All Saints Day,          
Veterans Day                8                            

Book Marks               
Thank yous                    9                         

Announcements and 
Upcoming Events       10 

Women’s Fellowship & 
WNI                               11             

Stewardship—We Are 
Truly Blessed            12 

Raise the Roof/       
Operating Fund note 13       

Upcoming Sundays   14                       

November Calendar  15     

 

Dear Friends, 
            Sometimes, we as humans make things more difficult than they 
should be.       
 Because we have been trained to think academically, tackle difficult      
challenges, we may overlook the obvious and easy approach to any prob-
lem.   
 
            This happened in our country’s history.  When NASA first started 
sending astronauts into space, they realized that the ball-point pen would not 
work at zero gravity. A million dollar investment and two years of tests, resulted in a pen that 
could write in space upside down, on almost any surface and at temperatures ranging from 
below freezing to over 300°C.   

 
When confronted with the same problem, the Russians used a pencil.   
 
You see, we sometimes overthink things when we do not need to.  Our faith is one of 

those things we often overthink.  When teaching Confirmation students about how to act as a 
Christian, we cannot approach it as a list of situations and how to respond to each              
scenario.  There are simply too many situations to discuss.  I cannot give a list of things to do 
to be a good Christian, or things not to do, because those lists are also too long.  “Smile at the 
neighbor that is annoying you.  Give a coupon for McDonald’s to a homeless person. Don’t 
give only food you don’t like to the food pantry, they  deserve tasty food too. Don’t hit the 
kid who took your toy.  Be ready to stand up to bullies on behalf of someone else. …” The 
list is just too long.  And yet, we as adults still want to know how we should act as Chris-
tians. Do I tithe before or after taxes?  How should I vote in this election? How should I help 
my child: tough love by letting them make their own mistakes, or preventing them from  
making them in the first place?  As adults, we are constantly trying to make decisions in light 
of our faith, and we get overwhelmed with “What would Jesus do?” Or what should a       
follower of Christ do?    

  
But once again, we are making things too complicated.  We are focusing on the       

individual situations, instead of all of them as a whole.  The Bible does not have all the     
answers to our specific questions. It does not say what clothes are appropriate to wear to 
church, what Sunday school curriculum we should use, or movie to go see on Friday night. It 
just isn’t that specific. But what it does say is easy. 

 
Micah 6:8 says, “What does the Lord require of you?  To act justly and to love mercy 

and to walk humbly with your God.”  Jesus adds to this list in Mark 12:30-31 which says, 
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul and with all your 
strength…. Love your neighbor as yourself.” These are the only things we need to remember 
in order to make good, Godly decisions in our lives.  Through this lens our decisions will  
always be right, our actions righteous, and our God delights in us.  We don’t have to spend 
time and energy finding the right pen, when the pencil of knowledge was right in front of us 
all along.  Sometimes, things are just that easy. 

 

                                                                                    Blessings, 

Pastor Sarah 
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Sidebar 
 

98 lb. weaklings kicked sand in my face. 
 

When I was growing up in the 1950’s and 60’s comic books were a favorite entry in to 
wishful fantasy world.  One advertisement commonly in the comic book magazine was 
a Charles Atlas Body Building Program.  There was a three panel cartoon displaying in 
the first panel a skinny, scrawny kid (male) at the beach  getting sand kicked in his face 
by a muscular kid (also male).  The scrawny kid out of frustration cries out and finds an 
advertisement of Charles Atlas’ Body Building plan (Second panel of body building).  The final panel 
displayed the formerly scrawny kid now muscle bound punching the former bully to the amazing   
adulation of a bikini clad young woman.  The message was clear.  I was the scrawny kid.  (At 16 years 
of age I was 5’ 4” and weighed 85 lbs. - the 97 lb. weakling kicked sand in my face!! Maybe that is 
why “Christmas Story” appeals to me when Ralphie pummels bully Scut Farkus.) 
 
Today, as I write, is “Wear Purple Day”, to remind everyone that “we will not tolerate bullies.”  I  
wasn’t aware of this until a fellow Rotarian at our morning Rotary meeting explained why he was      
wearing a purple tie.   
 
I have thought about bullies and I know that bullying has changed with web page/ social media    
bullying.  Bullying is not so much direct “kicking sand in the face”, but it is masked behind the     
electronic veil of the computer.  Electronic sand that has no real defense - the same as it was in the 
1960’s but worse. 
 
Bullying is not new, nor is it going to be remedied by wearing a purple colored article of clothing.  
Bullies are a condition:  Able had Cain, Israel had Egypt, Saul had Goliath, Joseph had his brothers, 
Jesus had the Sanhedrin, etc.  I imagine you and I had to endure bullies over the course of our       
lifetime.  At school, on a sports team, in church, in politics, business, etc. 
 
The problem is not bullies but bullying.  Bullies will always be with us, and I imagine bullying is    
woven in to the fabric of our nature.  I believe a bully ought to suffer a harsh and swift consequence 
for their actions and allow a conversion to occur from within rather than imposed from without.   
 
In my opinion bullying is best remedied by creating a safe community for the victim.  It has been my 
experience that the victim most often feels isolated, alone, vulnerable, and lonely.  Withdrawing in to 
their own inner and private world they enter in to a god-forsaken place of abandonment.  Most of the 
victims of bullying that I have worked with and ministered to report a sense of isolation.  They need a 
community. 
 
It has been difficult for me to understand a bully as one who has been wounded and is acting out of 
their hurt, especially since I have been a bully’s target.  But as I consider this perhaps both the bully 
and the victim are suffering from a similar need - belonging in community. 
 
Malidome Patrice Some’ writes that there are three essential elements for wellness; ritual -  healing - 
community.  The scripture informs us in the creation stories that “it is not good for man/woman to 
be alone.”  God created us as social beings - we need to be in community to be whole.  And isn’t this 
what Jesus was calling to awareness?  “You too are a son/daughter of Abraham”,  Jesus said to those 
who were hurting and alienated from their community.    
 
Decades ago, when I was a Youth Pastor, one of the marginalized teens confessed to me the   reason 
she came to our Youth Fellowship meetings; “Here,” she said, “people have to be nice to me.  You 
make them be nice to others.”  Maybe this is why I feel so strongly that we need to  continue to be 
aware of our church as family - all are welcome here. 
 
Dr. John 
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Confirmation 1, 2 and High School Students Field Trip 

Islamic Society of Akron and Kent 

Sunday, November 15th  

                  3:30PM-6:00PM 

As part of our confirmation class and as part of our spiritual growth and becoming a disciple of Christ, 
we are encouraged to learn about our brothers and sisters who have different faith traditions.  This is 
one of our Interfaith learning opportunities to meet with our brothers and sisters who also descended 

from Abraham.   

On this field trip, we will have a presentation on Islam, have an opportunity to ask questions, and see 
their 5PM sunset prayer. 

Please Sign up at the bulletin board in the hallway or contact Pastor Sarah. 

Drivers Needed! Please call Pastor Sarah if interested. 

CARING FOR OUR COLLEGE KIDS THROUGH CARE PACKAGES! 

This year, CE and our High School Fellowship will be putting together Care packages to mail 
to our college students living either away or at home.  We want them to know that they are 
still a valued part of our community here and representing our church and Christ in their 
classrooms and internships.   

We will have packages available on November 15th for you to “adopt” and mail to the stu-
dents.  

We are also looking for donations of: 

 Index cards 

 Highlighters 
 Snacks 

 Candy 
 Post-it notes 

 Gum 

 Energy/granola bars 

 Quarters 

 Pens 

 Pencils 

 Microwave popcorn 

 Individual drink mix packets 
 Instant oatmeal 

 Microwavable mac n’ cheese 
 Mints 

 Soup packages 

 Play dough 

 Silly putty 

 Starbucks gift cards 

 Stamps 

College Fellowship Represents FCCT at                      
Tallmadge Serve Day! 

College Fellowship students Corbin Wade ,Megan Stritch and Pastor 
Sarah spent the day cleaning up a neighbor in need’s yard as part of 
the Tallmadge Serve Day, sponsored by the Tallmadge Ministerial   
Association. These college students made us proud as they lived out 
their Discipleship through making time to serve others.  Be sure to 
thank them when you see them! 
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High School Fellowship Schedule 

Middle School Fellowship Schedule 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS AND UPCOMING EVENTS 

Nov 1-  Rake n’ Run (pot luck lunch after 
church and then out to rake) 

 
Nov 5– Thursday (6PM) Celebrate Diversity: 

Youth Speak @ First Congregational Church of 
Akron  

(Sign up on bulletin board) 
 

Nov 8– (4PM) Cooking with Christ  
(Homemade Pizza for dinner, homemade cheese, 

Cookies for College Students, etc) 
(5PM) Mission Trip Planning                        
PARENTS ARE WELCOME! 

 

Nov 15– (3:30-6PM) Field Trip– Islamic Center  
(Sign up on bulletin board) 

 
 

High School Youth Mission Trip 2016 

There will be a meeting to choose what       
Mission trip we will be going on this 

year on  

November 8,  at 5PM                         
(during Youth Group) 

If your student is planning on going on 
the Mission Trip, please be sure they  
attend this meeting.  Parents are also 

encouraged to attend! 

Looking forward to making more    
wonderful memories this year! 

Middle School Fellowship  

November will be all about giving thanks, from 6-7:15 PM.   

November 1- Rake and Run after a potluck at church.  Meet at the church at 11 and have a potluck 
lunch, then head out to rake the yards of people needing help.  This is open to all of your family    
members! 

November 5- Let’s give thanks for the gifts that God has given us 

November 12- Let’s give of ourselves to others. 

November 19- TBA 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS AND UPCOMING EVENTS 

The 4th & 5th grade Sunday School class is collecting the small bottles of 

soaps, shampoos, toothpaste, etc. that you get at a hotel when you stay; as well as 
toothbrushes, combs, brushes, and deodorant for the boys at Safe Landing.  There will 
be a collection bin in the Atrium.  We will deliver them at Thanksgiving, along with a 
home cooked meal with desserts made by the class.   

We are also going to have a bin in November for our “Sunday Undies collection” to benefit The Haven of 

Rest.    Donations of new underwear, socks, t-shirts and bras of all sizes will be greatly appreciated and will 
be given at Christmas.   Thank you for your continued  support of our classes’ community outreach activities. 

Children’s Christmas Pageant 

We will begin practicing for the children’s Christmas Pageant on Monday, October 26 at 6:00.  We 
will continue practicing at that time in the David Bacon Room.  This is different from the schedule I 
passed out in September.  I decided that 5:00 was too early a start time for working parents, and 
youth group is a conflict for me on Thursdays.  

 If you have a child in grades 2-5, and they would like a speaking part, please come on Oct. 26.  We 
have a lot of speaking parts so come hear the pageant and help me pick the parts.  Younger children 
will be practicing the songs during choir on Sunday mornings and we will add practices for them in 
December. 

 

 

 

Breakfast with Santa: December 5 

On December 5, Santa has agreed to come join us for breakfast.  We are so  excited 
to have him come back again this year.  Breakfast seating times will be 9:30, 10:00, 
10:30 and 11:00 am.  Tickets will be available to church members on November 1 
and 8.  Beginning November 10, they will be open to everyone.  This year any dona-
tions we receive will be donated to our Confirmation class and their education        
experiences.  

Rake and Run, RESCHEDULED for November 1 

This year our Rake and Run day is open to Faith and Family, Middle School Fellow-
ship and High School Fellowship.  We want this to be a family event.  Please sign up 
at the welcome center during October.  We will have POTLUCK lunch right after 
church and then head out to do some service work for people that need help. 

Do you NEED help with your leaf raking this fall?  Please contact Wendy Brown or Pastor Sarah 
Courtney, 330-633-4931.  We will have crews of FCC people helping on November 1  
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Stephen Minister Training 
 

Stephen Minister training is an engaging, energizing experience that includes a mixture of 
lecture, video, group discussion, skill practice, and spiritual growth activities. It has been    
referred to as: “The Best 50 Hours of Training You'll Ever Experience!” 

Here’s what Stephen Ministers frequently say that about their training: 

Stephen Minister training teaches principles and skills that equip you to provide high-quality, Christ-
centered emotional and spiritual care to others. 

You gain insight into the thoughts, feelings, and actions of people who are hurting. 

You develop relational and caring skills you can apply to all aspects of your life. 

You deepen your faith as the Holy Spirit fashions you into a Christ-centered caregiver. 

You feel a special bond with those in your class—experiencing real Christian community. 

Stephen Minister training is a lot of fun! 

If you are interested in receiving Stephen Ministry training - whether you want to become a Stephen         
Minister or not - contact Ron Mitchell (330) 633-4055. 

Spiritual Care  Corner 

“Nothing proves that you love someone more than mentioning them in your prayers.” –unknown 

This year, we are bringing back an old tradition with a new twist. Twelve members of our church have volun-
teered to be “Prayer Partners” for our 9th grade Confirmation Students.  This program is similar to the men-
toring program in the past but with an emphasis on a commitment to praying for the teen as they prepare to 
become a member in the Spring.   

As they journey toward membership into our church it is so important for them to have a relationship with an 
adult member from whom they can learn.  Studies show that teens who have five or more adults from the 
church invested in them during the ages of 15-18 were less likely to leave the church after high school. These 
prayer partners are helping our youth to stay in our church and continue to hold tight to their faith as they 
leave high school and venture out into the world.   

So, what exactly is a prayer partner? A Prayer Partner will be interviewed by their student and in turn in-
terview their student regarding their faith journeys.  Through participating in classes and fieldtrips,           
committing to praying for them throughout the year and engaging in thoughtful conversations they will de-
velop a friendship that we pray will make them feel valued and loved by the greater church.  Prayer Partners 
will also be encouraged to write to their candidate to let them know that they are praying and thinking of 
them regularly.   

We pray that this redesigned program shows our Confirmands the power of prayer, the love our Church has 
for them, and the blessings that come with a deep relationship with God that our Prayer Partners will point 
to.   

If you are not a Prayer Partner, we encourage you to be one of their 5 adult members they can make a connec-
tion with.  You can greet them on Sundays, lift them up in prayers each week, and support their faith educa-
tion this year.  Together, let us welcome our youngest members with love, support and encouragement that 
will make FCCT always feel like home. 

Pastor Sarah 
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Noreen Ashley   
Tim Ashley 
Janette Beckwith 
Marian Belisle 
Jack  & Nancy Burgess 
Carol Carter 
Sarah Christman 
Jean  DeWitt 
Esta Eriksen 
Sue Gassaway 
Deanna Getowski 
Sherry Soppi– Gron 
Joe Kainrad 
Jim Kelly 
Dolores Koneval 
Bob & Eva Lowry 

Al Lytle 
Bobby Manley 
Donna Marlow 
Fred Mong 
David & Jackie Parker 
Doris Parson 
Dee Powell (Sharon Letzler’s Moth-
er) 
Gary Rambler  
Lyn Sax 
Betty Schoffman 
Janet Scoville 
Jay Showalter 
Ken Speicher 
Charles Stayshich 
Janet & Russ Terrell 

Ermon Thrasher 
Betty Vestal 
Steve Wood 
Donice Wooster 
Olive Yohey 
Pat & Zim Zimmerman 
1st Battalion 145th Armored Regi-
ment [Ohio Nat’l Guard) 
Alzheimer's Care Giver Support 
Group 
Prayer chain members & those who 
need our prayers 
 
 

Please Remember in Prayer    

The Prayer Chain Connection.   

There are ten church members dedicated to service through praying for individual’s concerns and cele-
brations.  Prayer requests may be known by filling out a yellow colored prayer card and placing it in the 
offering plate on Sunday morning or in the prayer box in the narthex.  You may wish to call  Dorothy 
Taylor at 330.633.3008 or Karen Sauerbrey at 330.920.1285.  Thank you. 

 

Condolences:  

 Our deepest sympathy to Angus McNair and family on the loss of his wife Ruth.  Ruth McNair passed away 
on October 6, 2015.  A Memorial service was held at First Congregational Church on October 10, 2015.  The 
Rev. Dr. John Schluep officiated. 

“These Days” 

The daily devotionals, “These Days” for October – December are available on the window sill in the Narthex.   
 Be sure to pick one up for your morning devotions. 
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Pastor Appreciation Day 

We will be honoring Dr. John and Pastor Sarah during the 10:00 a.m. Worship  
service on October 25, 2015. 
 

 
Veteran’s Day 2015 
 

Veteran s Day is November 11th.  On the eleventh hour on the eleventh day of the eleventh month in 
1918 the Armistice with Germany went in to effect.  Veteran s Day is a day to honor and remember all 
who have served in the armed forces of our nation regardless of the period of service.   
 

At the October 2006 Executive Council meeting  of First Congregational Church of Tallmadge, UCC , 
Warriors Journey Home Ministry was officially endorsed as a ministry of this congregation.  This 
specialized ministry involves serving the spiritual needs of our veterans, their families, and others of 
our community.  Warriors Journey Home Ministry is not a celebration of military service and war-
making; rather it is a ministry that addresses the invisible wounds of war and military service.  (The 
United States has the highest percentage of veterans suffering from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder  
of any nation, and has been defined by Sebastian Junger as a crisis of community. )  
 

Each day 22 veterans and 1 active duty soldier commit suicide.  Many of those taking their life are 
not veterans of direct combat operations, but have served in combat support.  In short, we fail at 
bringing our veterans home.  Warriors Journey Home Ministry was developed to remedy this socie-
tal failure at the grass-roots level. 
 

On Sunday, November 8th at 9:10 a.m. you are invited to attend the presentation, Alethes, 
written and presented by Rev. John Schluep, D.Min.  “Alethes” means truth so obvious it      
cannot be denied . This was  presented to the 2015 General Synod of the United Church of Christ.  
The program will be given  in the Fellowship Hall and everyone is welcome to attend.  You will learn 
of the soul and spiritual issues our veterans face coming home, along with  practical ways you can      
listen, speak and facilitate healing  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

All Saint’s Day 
 

All Saint’s Day was once termed All Hallow’s Eve and has a rich and diverse history.  The    
common understanding is that those who have died on earth live eternally in Heaven.  This belief 
transcends time and cultural particularities and is common; those living in the temporal world can 
connect with the departed living in the spiritual realm through prayer.   

 

Historically All Saint s Day begins with a vigil on All Hallow s Eve or October 31, with November 1  
being All Saint s Day.  This religious celebration has morphed in to Halloween.  All Saint s Day has    
become a cultural norm for us to remember and honor the deceased not only over the past year but 
over our lifetime.   
 

The Tradition of our church is to celebrate All Saint’s Day on the Sunday near November 1st. It is 
the day to celebrate and remember in a sacred way those who have died over the past year and those 
whose lives were celebrated through our church.  Recently I made note that tradition to our church 
is like memory to us individually - tradition is memory.  Tradition connects us to our past but it 
must not hold us in the past.  Tradition reminds us of our connection and history - both good and 
bad; joyful and sorrowful; pleasant and troubled.  Memory is all of these, both polar and everything 
in between. 
 

On Sunday, November 1, 2015 we will read the names of the Church Triumphant, the names of 
those who have been and continue to be a part of our life.  We will light a candle and sound a bell - to      
remember and honor them.  We will also thank God for every remembrance and connect with the 
Saints in Heaven.

UPCOMING SUNDAYS 
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      BOOKMARKS 

Greetings, 

Are you enjoying the cooler fall temperatures?  If only snow, ice and   
really “the cold” did not have to follow, but remember there is joy and 
beauty in every season. 

The library has recently received the 10 volume of Edinburgh series of “Ante-Nicene Fathers” including a supple-
ment for further understanding of the New Testament.  Also we received the 1st and 2nd series of “Nicene and Post
-Nicene Fathers” (total of 28 volumes) that provides writings and studies of ancient Christianity.  This is not an easy 
read for most individuals as the material is more for those who have a great interest in Christian theology.  The en-
tire set of works was donated by Rev. Rick Schumacher and we extend our sincere thanks to him. 

We have a new series of Debbie Macomber books in our library.  “The Inn at Rose Harbour”, “Rose Harbour in 
Bloom,” and “Love Letters.”  The stories involve a young woman that lost her husband in Afghanistan.  She moves 
to Cedar Cove and opens Rose Harbour Inn.  It is a struggle for her and she feels it will help her to “go on” after her 
great loss.  As I’m sure you’ll guess, many of her guests come with their problems and their stories.  In the picture 
is her handy man “Mark”.  He is a man of very few words and has a mysterious past.  This causes some tense     
moments between the two of them.  Three good reads, as always, with Ms. Macomber books. 

Hope you found some good books from our ‘book give away’, and thanks for any donations you gave to the library. 

Blessings, 

Jo Hostutler 

Thought:  No act of kindness, no matter how small, is ever wasted.  (Aesop) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Dear Church Family,  
Thank you so much for all your support through this difficult time of the loss of our sister/
daughter, Susie. Your support in prayers, cards, and flowers were deeply appreciated .              
God Bless,   Marilyn, Denny, Cherie Wade, Teri Roliff and family. 
 
 

 

Dr. John, Pastor Sarah, Yarning for Peace & First Congregational Members: 
I just can’t say how much I appreciate everything you all have done for me and my family these past 3 months!  
Thank you for always making us feel so welcome at FCC, even when we weren’t attending regularly and for keep-
ing us in your prayers.  The power of prayer is truly amazing!! 
We first met Pastor Sarah at the hospital 30 minutes before I was to go into surgery and we were so impressed.  
Pastor Sarah, you were so positive and uplifting which really helped me, as well as Kevin and our children stay calm 
and feel at peace before going in.  We are so fortunate to have you as our Pastor!    Dr. John, your support and 
friendship is greatly appreciated.  It was so nice of you to stop over and visit with us.  You always make us laugh 
and remind us who really is in charge of ourselves.  Another thanks to you for delivering the Beautiful prayer shawl 
that was made by the Ladies of Yarning for Peace.  The prayer shawl means so much to me.  It not only keeps me 
warm, it also gives me peace and comfort during such trying times.  
Another special thanks to two special families of the church, Ann & Doug Carter, Jill & Pat Stritch and their         
families. They were always there to help in any way needed, including hugs, meals, flowers, shopping, prayers and 
so much more!  They are the Best of the Best!  This just exemplifies the type of members  we have at the church; 
so caring, loving, and giving of themselves!    
When I reflect back on these past 3 months thinking of all the positives that have come from this… I feel so much 
closer to God.  I’m more thankful, appreciative & grateful!  You will see us more regularly! 
Sue Gassaway & Family 
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Yarning for Peace 
Our next meeting is Monday, Nov. 9 at 7:00 PM in the David Bacon Room. We were happy to 
welcome some new members to our group.  But we can always use more help with this mean-
ingful ministry.  To date 385 prayer shawls and 97 Baptism blankets have been given.  If you 

don't knit/crochet there are other ways you can help.  Also gift cards purchased at church for JoAnn Fabrics 
or Michael's can be used to purchase yarn or fleece for the blankets.  Please prayerfully consider joining us. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Men’s Ministry:   Saturday, November 14th from 9-10:30 am at the Panera on Howe Rd. 

Flu Shots 

Klein’s Pharmacy will be giving flu shots at the church after the 10:00 a.m.  Sunday Service on  
October 25th in the David Bacon Room.  Shots will be given to those on Medicare.  Bring your 
Medicare card and photo ID.  Others wanting a shot can pay $30.99 in cash.  (No other form of 
payment or insurance will be accepted.)  

 

Unbirthday Party!! 

Everyone celebrates birthdays; why not celebrate all on one day- together!  On     
November 15, EVERYONE is invited to celebrate your birthday in the Fellowship 
Hall.  Faith and Family will be setting up a birthday party where each month will have 
a table in the fellowship.  We encourage you to go to the table of your birthday 
month and enjoy the party.  This is an intergenerational celebration so we will have 
discussion and low activity games for people of all ages.  We hope everyone will join 
us after worship on November 15 @ 11:00 in the Fellowship Hall for the celebration. 

The Congregators will meet on Tuesday, November 3rd at 12 noon at Kentwood Restaurant.  
Address:  1910 Ohio 59 in Kent, Ohio.  If you wish to attend and are not called, or if you need       
information, please call Donna Phillips at 330-634-2977. 

Gift Card Program 

Profit for this year is already $4094!  We should be able to reach $6000 by year end! If you are not familiar 
with the program, we sell gift cards and vendors give the church a percent of the value.  For example, each 
$100 Giant Eagle card sold, gives the church $4.00.  A  weekly purchase of $100 would raise $208 at the end 
of the year. Some cards offer higher percents than others.  Please stop by our table and take home an order 
form. 

Starting the week of Thanksgiving we will have a drawing for all who purchase cards, and we will give 
away a $25 gift card each week. 
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP & WOMEN’S NEW INITIATIVE 

Women’s Fellowship & WNI Bake Sale 

October 25, 2015 

You may bring items early that Sunday.  We are having a table for the young ones to 
buy from as we did last year.  All women are encouraged to get your mixers going and 
bring in goodies to sell.  Last year we profited $678, which was divided by the two 
groups.  WF money is going for the roof.  Thank you for your support of this project. 

Women’s Fellowship is collecting Acme cash back tapes.  You 

can put them in the box in the Atrium.  Last year we earned 

$444.60 with the cash back tapes! 

On November 16 Women’s New Initiative will host One of a Kind Pets – Pet 
Rescue, Inc. with Janis Worley as its speaker.  She will present a program about 
her organization that rescues pets, and she expects to bring some animals with 
her.  Everyone is welcome, but please sign up in the Narthex on November 1 or 
8 so we can prepare for the right number.  Scout troops, preschool classes, and 

all children are welcome!  We are also collecting items for the organization – a collection box is in the atrium 
with a list of items that are needed. 

Ginny Collins (and Carol Penn) 

330-705-1430 

Women’s New Initiative:   November Event 

Women’s Fellowship:  November Event 

Thursday,  November 5th at 10:30 a.m. 

Janet McCauley will take us back to revisit the 50’s. 

Lunch to follow for $6. 

Womens’ Fellowship thanks each and everyone for buying quilt tickets.  We made $525 . Thanks to Sandy 
Teeling for donating squares.  Barbara Friederick from Nyack, NY won the Purple Paisley quilt.  Barbara is a 
friend of Margarete Boschert.  In July of 2012 Bill & Barbara were in a serious auto accident.  We had them 
on our prayer chain.  Winning the quilt was a bright spot in their lives and Barbara was delighted.                  
Dorothy Taylor 
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     STEWARDSHIP: We are Truly Blessed! 

We at First Congregational Church of Tallmadge are very fortunate to have a 
wonderful home to allow us to worship and grow together. To continue to do 
this well, we need to insure that we can meet our financial needs in the near 
future and beyond 

Our Goal for 2016: 

Have every member of our church indicate their pledge of faith offerings for 2016 
Increase our pledged offerings to insure we can meet our budget plans for 2016 

Why is this So Important? 

Each of the last 3 years, we have had to balance our books by taking between $20,000 to $40,000 out of a 
Reserve Fund, because our faith offerings and donations did not meet our expenses. 

Why Pledge? 

In past years, only roughly 200 families have submitted pledges, which only has allowed us to predict 60%-
70% of month to month Faith Offerings. 

This uncertainty makes it very difficult to insure that we are able to meet our planned budget. It is really a 
nuts and bolts issue that we want to do a better job insuring that we can be financially responsible year 
to year. 

It is difficult to predict // We are not there each week // We usually do not pledge 

Either planned or unplanned, all faith offerings are certainly appreciated, but even if you have not ever 
pledged in the past, it is very important that the leadership of the church understands what we can plan 
for in 2016. 

We also have a form in which you are able to set up a Direct Deposit which has allowed those members who 
do that to insure their offerings can occur at their regular, planned intervals  

What you can do: 

Acquire a pledge card over the next several weeks and submit your pledge on Stewardship Sunday,              
November 8th. 

Or, notify the office via this card of your planned offerings or email the church office at 
tallmadgefcc@sbcglobal.net   

Key Upcoming Dates 

Sunday, November 8th: Stewardship Sunday (Pledge Sunday) 
Sunday, December 6th: Congregational Meeting to Approve 2016 Church Budget 

Pledge Information: 

I pledge $___________ per week $___________ per month, starting in January of 2016 

Name: ____________________ Address: _____________________________ 

City: ________________________ Zip: ________________________ 

Phone: _____________________ Email: _________________________ 

Envelope # (if you have one)_____________________________ 

Please submit to the church office, or acquire a card with this information and submit 
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Raise the Roof 

After four months of the capital campaign to fund the replacement of the flat roof portions of 
the church, we still have a significant way to go to completely off-set the costs associated with 
the project.  The most recent review indicated that we have raised a little less than 50% of our 
goal.   

While we hoped that we would be able to complete this project during this calendar year, it  
appears that the project will extend into the new year.  We sincerely appreciate everyone that 
has donated thus far to this important cause and heartily encourage others to consider giving. 

Our church home is an important part of our life and we need its presence to bolster us during our times of stress 
and personal strife.  We live in tumultuous times that impact ones faith and sensibilities.  We are lambasted with 
breaking news every day of death and destruction as opposing forces attempt to reshape the world.  As Christians, 
we have to grasp onto our upbringing, our history, and our tradition to maintain our faith. 

The troubles of the world are not going to change quickly.  Therefore, it remains imperative that we provide a 
strong faith base for future generations and a secure structure for them to exercise that faith.  This has been one 
of the missions of First Congregational Church for the past 200 years.  Lets keep that faith alive.   

Members of the Board of Trustees and the Board of Stewardship will be available by the Raise the Roof display  
following each Sunday church service to answer any questions you may have. 

Richard P. Thomason, Chair, Board of Trustees 

Tim Burns, Chair, Board of Stewardship   

General Operating Fund Note:  During September, 2015, receipts of $34,010 were $10,421 below the monthly 
budget.  Actual expenses for September were $40,932 leaving a deficit for the month of $6,922 and a year-to-date 
deficit of ($27,371).  Operating expense is $6,700 below budget year-to-date, which is good news, however,        
operating revenue is now ($34,000) under budget, primarily due to the level of Faith Offerings.  Our cumulative  
Operating Fund Deficit sits at ($55,134).  Signing up for electronic transfers is an easy way to meet your monthly 
pledge goals and to pre-arrange regular purchases of SCRIP cards.  Faith Offerings can also be mailed to the Church 
Office.  Please continue to support the SCRIP Program for both your day-to-day and big ticket purchases.  

What you may not see in the Operating Fund statements is that they really tell the story of our many Church      
ministries.  Worship, Christian Education, Visitation, Life Journey, Music, Family, Women’s and Men’s Fellowships 
and WNI and Social Action/Outreach are really where your Faith Offerings are spent.  Where do our ministries fit in 
importance in your life? 
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UPCOMING SUNDAYS/SERVICES 

Preaching Schedule: 

November 1   Dr. John Schluep 

November 8   Dr. John Schluep 

November 15  Rev. Sarah Courtney 

November 22   Dr. John Schluep 

      7:00 p.m.    Dr. John Schluep 

November 29   Dr. John Schluep 

November 1   Gary & Carol Myers, Suzanne Kiewit, Monna Arch 

November 8  Dick & Loretta Jirsa, Keith & Marilyn Johnson 

November 15  Jim & Carolyn Mackey, Carol Bell, Suzanne Creswell 

November 22  John & Mari-Lyn Parry, David & Suzanne Kiewit 

November 29  Stephen Ministers 

     Altar Flowers 
November 1  Terri Poff 

November 8  Don & Glenna Simmons 

November 15  Ronda Read, Judy Salmond 

November 22  Barbara Rowles 

November 29  

November 1  Mark & Cathleen Clark, George & Patsy Lowe 

November 8  Gary & Carol Myers, Tom & Linda Jones 

November 15 Frank & Rebecca Moore, Barbara Stutler, Bob Davis 

November 22  Gary & Kim Fulton, Roger & Sue Lyons 

November 29  Fred & Annette Pedersen, Jim & Kendal Taylor 

USHERS 

 
September 27 
8:30 Worship  37 
10 Worship    248 
 
October 4 
8:30 Worship  45 
10 Worship    178 
 

October 11 
8:30 Worship   30 
10 Worship    150 
 
October 18 
8:30 Worship 43 
10 Worship  255 

Remember to     
recycle your old 

cell phones, IPODS 
and PDA’s.  The 

box is in the       
Atrium Coatroom. Acolytes 

November 1  Jack Henry Blasdel, Parker Ramp 

November 8  Laney Lucas, Riley Williams 

November 15  Nick Joyner, Zachary Brown 

November 22  Madalyn Parry, Laney Lucas 

November 29  Hannah Carlton, Katie Lally 
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NOVEMBER 
 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 2 

6– Pageant Prac-

tice 

 

7:00 WNI Board  

7 pm. Heritage 

3 Election 
7 am Bagnoli Bible 
Study                  
12:00 Congregators 
2:00 pm Sr. Advis. 
7 pm All God’s     
Children 
 

4 
9 am Quilters 
 
6:30 Stephen 
Ministers  
 

6:30 Chancel 
Ringers 

5  

10:30 WF         Pro-

gram & Lunch 

6 Middle sch.      
Fellowship 
7:00 Chancel Choir 

6 

 

 

7 

 

 

 9 
6– Pageant Prac-

tice 

 
7 p.m. Heritage 

 

7 pm Yarning for 

Peace 

10 
 7am Bagnoli  Bible 
Study 
 
6:30 Board Meetings 
7:45  Exec. Council 
 
 

 
 

11 VETERANS 

DAY 

9 am Quilters 
 

 

6:30 Chancel 
Ringers 
 

12 

 

6 Middle sch.      
Fellowship 
 
7:00 Chancel Choir 
 
 

13 

Herald Deadline 

 

 

14 

9 am Men’s 

Ministry 

@Panera 

 16 

6– Pageant      

Practice 

 

6:30 WNI “One of 

a Kind” 

 

17 
7am Bagnoli  Bible 
Study 
 
6:00 pm Card 
Making/Stamping 

18 

  9 am Quilters 

Herald 

 

6:30 Chancel 
Ringers 
6:30 Stephen 
Ministry 

19 

11 WF Board mtg. 

 
 

6pm Middle School 
Fellowship 

 

7:00 Chancel Choir 
 

20 

12 AARP 

21 

 

 23 

6– Pageant     

Practice 

 

 

7 pm Heritage 

24 
7am Bagnoli  Bible 
Study 
 

11 am Alzheimer's 
support 
 
 
 

25 
9am Quilters 

 

 
 

 

26 
Happy Thanksgiving 
 
 
 
 
 
  Office Closed 

27  

 
 
Office Closed 

28 

 

 30 

6– Pageant      

Practice 

 

 

7 pm Heritage 

1 
7 a.m. Bible Study 
 
12:00 Congregators 
2:00 pm Sr. Advis. 
7 pm All God’s     
Children 

2 
9 am Quilters 
 
6:30 Chancel 
Ringers 
6:30 Stephen 
Ministry 

3 
Women’s Fellow-
ship 
 
7 Chancel choir 

4 

 

5 

 

1      8:10 Prayer 

Chain Communion 

  8:30 Worship 

9: Sunday School 

10:00 Worship 

11:00 Music Cmt. 

Rake N Run 

8 VETERANS  

8:30 Worship 

9: Sunday School 

10:00 Worship 

6 p.m. WJHM 
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8:30 Worship 

9: Sunday School 

10:00 Worship 

11:00 Unbirthday 

Party– FH 

3:30 Sr. High 
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 8:30 Worship 

9: Sunday School 

10:00 Worship 

11:15 SPCM 

6 p.m. WJHM 

7 pm Thanksgiving 

Service 

29 1st Sunday of 

Advent 

30  

8:30 Worship 

9: Sunday School 

10:00 Worship 
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Spiritual/ Pastoral Care Ministry Contacts 
Pastoral staff   Rev. Dr. John Schluep   Senior Pastor & Warrior’s Journey Home Ministry    330.633.4931 jschluepfcc@sbcglobal.net 
           Rev. Sarah Courtney     Associate Pastor        330.633.4931 revsarahfcc@sbcglobal.net     
   

Alzheimer's Caregiver Support Group & 
Elders Ministry                          Roberta Nehrenz                                        330-634-0713                            rgnehrenz@att.net  
Heart’s in Service  Barbara Rowles   330.733.2008  34babs@sbcglobal.net 
Life’s Journey Ministry Leslie Taylor   330.687.0881  ltaylor@services4aging.org 
Prayer Chain  Dorothy Taylor   330.633.3008  treatgirl@outlook.com 
Stephen Ministry  Ron Mitchell   330.633.4055  Mitchell_rd@hotmail.com 
   Tom Letzler   330.699.9794  tletzler@neo.rr.com 
   Sharon Letzler   330.699.9794   
Yarning for Peace  Dee West                     330.633.4421  dwest890@aol.com 

Staff E-Mail Addresses 

Nancy Beken  Administrative Coordinator / Secretary                  tallmadgefcc@sbcglobal.net 

Beth Loresch  Communications Coordinator/ Admin. Asst. bethfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Wendy Brown  Director of Family Ministries                    wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Nancy Lynn Robinson  Director of Music / Organist   nrbgp@aol.com    

Denise Daniels  Chancel Ringers    Jackspsych@aol.com   

Bill Hoover  Finance Administrator   bhooverfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Steve Ristich  Head Custodian  (Mon-Fri, Day Shift) 

Teresa Snyder  Assistant Custodian  (Mo,Tu,We & Th) 

Mark Bell   Assistant Custodian 

DATE: October 21, 2015 

___________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:rgnehrenz@att.net

